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Female caf,acal (Fells ca.racal )
lacking lowerinclsors
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Ctuis T. STUART

An occuffence of a female caracal lacking
lower canines is rccorded.

Un cas de chacal femelle sans canine inf€rieute
est signal€.

C.T. Stuart, frican Carnivore Survey, p.O. Box
96. Nieuwoudrville 8180, Sourh Afiica.

During the course of a detailed study
of the caracal (Felis caracal) a sample of
754 adult skulls was collected, of which
430 were male and 324 female. The entire
sample was collected in the Cape
Proyince, South Africa, to thesouthof the
Orange River.

OnIy one gross dental abnorrnality
was noted, an approximately three year
old female (Stuart & Stuart, 1985) was
found to be lacking lower canines (see
Plate). Examination of ttre mandible
revealed no injury to the bone and X-rays
showed that no vestigal canines, of
cavides, wefe present. Despite the lack of
lower canines the animal was in sood
physical condirion and the Sody
measuremens fell within the averase for
t}Ie species (Stuart, 1981; Stuan, 19"82)

The specimen is lodged in the Albany
Museum (AMSA 4573), Grahamstown
collection.
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