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Thc white-trilcd lrlonlloose (/ty'tuuttrir tt/biztrrt/tt\ rs ir

argc herpesticl (3.5 to 5.2 kg). with long, coarsc and shaggy

brown-grcy colouretl pclage, and the bushy tail being predorri

nantly \\,hitc. l)espitc its large sizc tl lere socm 1() bc only 27

conl' inned rccords ol this nron-goose through its soutl lern Arabian

rangc (Gaspcrctl i tt tt/., 1985: Hrrrison . ' l  u/.. l9()l). 12 l 'rrrtr ' l

south-wcstetn Saudi Arabia. ninc l 'rt lm Oman. tirul lroln Yemcn'

and two lron thc north ol 't l le Unitcd Arab Enirates

Whcn tlresc localit ics rre plolted on a nup thcy sho\\ ' rr

concentration on thc collstl l l  plain ancl ldiaccnt l l lountains ol

south western Saudi A|abia ancl Yetnen. i ln apparcntly isolaled

Iocltion in thc Dhotirt ol Onlan and it second concenlri|t lon lt lon{

the Batinah corslal plain antl rdjaccnt interior of northern Omrn.

Wilhin thc northcrn LJnited Arab Emirales thc two recor.ds l loted

by Gaspefcll i  tt rt/. (1985) wcle apParently ol ' l ive l|nintl ls

collcctcd closc 1o the towns of Ras al Khaynah and Fuiaytah.
(Jver thc plst thlcc years thc auth{ns hlve undertakcn cxlensivc

wilt l l i te su|veys throughout thc northcrn hlDirl ltcs but it wils only

in l- rorbcr of lggT llut wc wcre ablc to confilm the continued

pr , . | ' i e<  , ,1  rh i .  t r l , r l r i r , i \ \ c  i t t  t I I ,  t . :1 . : i , , t t .

' l 'racks 
ol the $'hile tailcd lronSoose wefc loclltcd al

scverll poirt ls l long I twen{- kilonrctlc slretch ol lhe wcll-wlteted

and vegcratcclWrdi Sh|wka (Sharjah Enlirate)' that ru ns through

thc soulher-nrno\l extcnsion of thc Shinlayliyah Mount{ins. Thc

l r )c r l i l y  cen t rcs  on  .10 ' l  05 .6  E :21  
'7 ( t  l  N  (UTM Mrp l ) r tum

Nllrlrvrtt) tt an irlt i ttrdc ol-sonlc 300 lnctrcs ASL. C{ge trl lps.

bil i ted $,ith dcrcl quail and Schncckluth Canine Call scent lurc.

were set al severil l  places whcrc l iesh tracks wcrc Iountland on 20

Novcnrbel an atltt l t mongoose was cauglrl. ln extcrnal lppeallnce

it was iclentical 1() rnimals rve have obscl-ved in southern lnd

casteln Ali ica- This anirnal wirs tt nslerred 10 tl le f)cscrl l)atk

Entlangcrcd Specics [3r'eeding Centrc, Sharjah Although dil ' l icult

k) a\\ess wilh i lccu|acy we lccl t l lrt bctwccn thrcc i lnd six aninlals

afc present in l l le sectiot) ol wildiwc sutvcycd. It has bcen brougltl

to ouf altention thrt two itpParent whitc-tailed lDongooses wcrc

k i l led  in  a  p lan t  t ion  i l r  l l r c  sc l ( lenrcn l  o l  S i . j i  car ly  in  1997.  l y ing

rplJ- rmatcly six kilotnetrcs l loln tlrc survey site. by Asiitn

lahourers who ale thcnt. We havc beett told that thc skitl of onc

irnimal has bccn seen by a reliable obsctvcr (C- (iross, pets.

cornnr.) artd coulirtttecl as bcing of this sltecics.

Allhough thc whitc-tit i led nlongoose wottld qlpcar to lt iu'e

lu broken dislribLltion in southcrn Arlbia we teel thilt as suilable

habitl l  occufs in thc urcit betwcen the Bilt inah tnd Dhoth ol'

Onran. and soulh westu'al-ds 10 Ycmcn through lhe Iladratl lawt'

it is considcletl highly Iikely that its lange wil l bc l i)ulr(l to bc rl lore

or less conlinLrous. The lack ol'rcctltds l lonl the inlclvenin-s i lrcls

can bc largcly erplainccl. we fccl. by thc l ircl thrt bolh the Dholrr

and Hildrrdrrwt itre zoolttgically u nrlet -ex ploreil

An adclit ional whilc tailed nonsoosc locality lt leitd on

roltl) l lrnr within i ls known Yenretri rattge wls rccorded by the

autho lson l8  Ap l i l  1996 :  16"02.25 'N,43" l1 ) .90 'E .  i i l  an  a l t i tude

ol l70 rnetrcs. [ 'he alcir wlls donrinated by dry nrixcd l l lorn scrtlb,

cull ivi lted latrds itncl u'idc slrnd-botlotned watlis. A spccitnetr ol '

this mongoosc coltectecl as a rord casuitlty by J. lr,. Cibbs (April

l99 l ) .  and ass igncd Onr rn  Natu fa l  l l i s lo fy  Muscutn  No.  2175.

Ichnerrrnia rlbicaucla h //u Artrbirrt 2ctrirt u. 'f/tttt/tt/ tttttr.t.'

trr,litt{ tztrttt/.s, X. nzn ra ort/.

carre f l-om betwecn Qalhat antl  
' l  

iwi on the Batinith coasti l l  road

(22':13'N. 59'2 |  
'E) ol northern Oll lan. wi lhin i ts cttrrently knowtr

f n-gc,

Mat.vrrcnor l.s ( ir ttnl) o/ lh /"( /i rr'-ltul2r'zllchtleutnia albicaucla

l)utt lhu/t Shunl:tr. t't.l.E

Sex Total
length

Malc  q02

Iremalc 1.13.1

ljemalc lt l i0

Tail Hind Ear
length foot(su)

361

f  1 l

l l 0  2 )

91J 25.4

370 l0'+ 25

All wcre aclult aninals and ts far-as we lrc a$are thc only

represcnlatives ol this specics 10 hlvc bcen measured fiom ll lc

lJniled Arab Erniratcs. the lnost citslerly l imit ol lheif distribution.

All avcrrge sli-uhtly snlallcr thirn thc vcry l ioritcd sample clctailed

by Ilalrison & Brtes (1991) l iorn inclividuals mcasured l.rrtnt

Ycrnen. Sautli Arabia atrcl Orran. All lhrcc specimcns hatl thc

lypical cokrurll ion ()1 this htSc Inongoosc.
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